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Racism in Switzerland
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„bad apples“



https://youtu.be/xI754IDOAfY?si=P8xkkokhF5-txKZm


Experiences

«Ich fühlte mich wie ein Krimineller. Ich war noch nie als Täter bei der Polizei, aber 

nur dafür, dass ich existiere. Ich kann ja nichts dafür, dass ich so auf die Welt 

gekommen bin.»

Wakur Bari, Schwarzer Schweizer

Criminalization and stigmatization
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«I felt like a criminal. I've never been to the 

police for breaking law, but just for existing. It's 

not my fault that I was born like this.»

Wakur Bari, Schwarzer Schweizer



Experiences

«Ich werde in eine Schublade gesteckt. … weil du ja eben dummerweise diese 

Hautfarbe hast und dummerweise noch dieses dumme Tüchlein.»

Mara Samatar, kopftuchtragende Schweizerin

homogenizing
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«I'm being pigeonholed. ... because you stupidly 

have this skin color and stupidly still have this 

stupid little cloth.»

Mara Samatar, headscarf-wearing Swiss woman



Experiences

«pressed against the wall / 

gegen die Wand gedrückt» 
Phil Steward 

«pressed on the ground / 

auf den Boden gerissen» 
Luzie Cluzet

«they search in every corner of my body»                      
Tahar Baznani

Violence
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Experiences

«Die Kontrolle ist vor acht Monaten passiert, aber die Angst bleibt 

und das Erlebnis sitzt noch tief in mir. Jedes Mal, wenn ich die Polizei 

sehe, habe ich Angst.»

Jamal Hussaini, Syrischer Geflüchteter 

Fears & loss of trust
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«The stop happened eight months ago, but I still 

have the fear and the experience is still deep 

inside me. Every time I see police officers, I'm 

scared.»

Jamal Hussaini, Syrian refugee



Effects

» You feel so inferior when the police check you 
Du fühlst dich so minderwertig, wenn die Polizei dich kontrolliert.« 

ALI BALEWA, Black refugee

» I was extremely ashamed that this was happening to 
me and that everyone was seeing it and not reacting /
Ich habe mich extrem geschämt, dass mir das passiert und alle Leute es sehen 

und nicht reagieren.« 

Omar Zaman. Former Sans-Papier

Humiliation and powerlessness
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Findings of the study

Show ID

Questioning

Exposure

https://www.rosalux.de/publikation/id/40493/

Bag and pocket inspection

Loss of trust

Detention, imprisonment and deportation

Restriction of freedom of movement

Violence and death

https://www.rosalux.de/publikation/id/40493/


Various experiences

Gender (women and trans and non-binary people)

Age

Socio-economic background (class)

Residence status (illigalized migrants)

Clothing, hairstyle and religious symbols

Physical, mental and social wellbeing

Housing situation and nationality

Intersectional aspect (Hill Collins 2019)
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Individuals

Be a witness

Observe

Intervene 

Resources for directly affected 

communities and their supporters

Collectives

Addressing racism

Organize direct actions

Outreach 

Resistance

https://www.stop-racial-profiling.ch/en/know-your-rights/


Resistance

Shaping public perception of institutional 

racism

Law as a tool for social and institutional 

change

Antirassitisches Community Building

Strategic litigation as a collective practice of resistance

Strengthening and empowering those 

directly affected



Resistance

#justice4wilsonnow



Resistance

#justice4wilsonnow



Resistance

Crowdfunding



https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-4145-5/racial-profiling/

Resistance

https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-4145-5/racial-profiling/
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-4145-5/racial-profiling/


Without community, there is no liberation



#helvetzide

Without community, there is no liberation



Without community, there is no liberation

#justice4nzoy



Without community, there is no liberation
h

tt
p

s:
//

n
zo

y
co

m
m

is
si

o
n

.o
rg

/



https://nzoycommission.org/en/


Comments, discussion

Instagram: allianzgegenracialprofiling

Website: stop-racial-profiling.ch

Allianz Gegen Racial Profiling

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=617172
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=623327
http://www.stop-racial-profiling.ch/de/home/
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